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CLAIMS 




i:n. 



N J 1. A method in a computer system for filtering unauthorized 

2 electronic mail messages that are sent by senders to a user, each sender having an 
identification, each electronic mail message including the identification of the 
sender, the method comprising: 

providing a list of the identifications of th^senders who are 
authorized to send an electronic mail message to the user:, 

for each of a plurality of electronic maiLmessages, 

determining whether the spfider of the electronic mail 
message is authorized by determining whether^me identification of sender in the 

10 electronic mail message is in the provided \vd of the identifications of the senders 

1 1 who are authorized; 

12 when the server of the electronic mail message is 

13 determined to be authorized, storiiig the electronic mail message in a first folder 

14 designated for electronic mail nfessages received from authorized senders; 

15 when >tne sender of the electronic mail message is 

16 determined to be not autKorized, storing the electronic mail message in a second 

17 folder designated foj/ electronic mail messages received from unauthorized 

18 senders 

19 whereby the electronic mail messages are automatically stored in 

20 the appropriate folder based on whether the sender is authorized so that the user 

21 can view the first folder containing the electronic mail messages sent by 

22 authorized senders separately from the second folder containing the electronic 

23 mail messages sent by unauthorized senders. 



1 / 2. The method of claim 1 wherein when the user sends an 

2 /electronic mail message to a recipient, the identification of the recipient is 
automatically added to the provided list of the identifications of senders who are 

4 authorized to send electronic mail message to the user. 



* 



12 



1 3. ,The method of claim 1 wherein the provided list of the 

2 identifications of the senders is generated^dding the identification of senders 

3 of previously received electronic maifmessages. 



1 4. The^nethod of claim 1 wherein the provided list of the 

2 identifications of th<T senders is generated by adding the identification of 

3 recipients of previously sent electronic mail messages. 

y 1 5 - A method in a/computer system for filtering unauthorized 

' 2 messages, each message having a siider, the method comprising: 
for each of a plurality/of messages, 

determining Whether the sender of the message is designated 

as being authorized; 

when the sender of the message is determined to be 
authorized, indicating that the m/ssage is from an authorized sender; and 

when the lender of the message is determined to be not 
authorized, indicating that the/message is from an unauthorized sender 

f 6. Then^efhod of claim 5 wherein the recipient of the messages 
can identify whether^message is authorized based solely on the indications. 

1 7 - The meth^Sof claim 5 wherein the message is indicated as 

2 authorized by storing in aj^je-designated location for messages sent by 

3 authorized senders. 
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1 8. The method/bf claim 7 wherein the message is an electronic 

2 mail message and the pre-desigi/ated location is a folder. 
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9. The method of claim 5 including when displaying a list of 

2 messages, displaying a visual indication as to whether the message has been 

3 indicated as being sent from an authorized or unauthorizecLsender. 



1 10. The method of claim 9 whereoi the visual indication is the 

2 dimming of the messages that are sent from unauthorized senders in the list of 

3 messages. 

1 11. The method of/6laim 5 wherein the computer system 

2 includes a list of authorized senders and wherein the determining whether the 

3 sender of the message is designated as being authorized includes determining 

4 whether the sender is in the lis/ 3f authorized senders. 

1 12. The >6iethod of claim 1 1 wherein the list of authorized 

2 senders is generated bWidding the senders of the previously received messages to 

3 the list. 

1 13./ The method of claim 11 wherein the list of authorized 

2 senders is generated by adding the recipients of the previously sent messages to 

3 the list. 



1 / 14. The method of claim LJ wherein the list is shared by 

2 multiple yusers. 

1 15. The method of^etaun 14 wherein the computer system 

2 includes a personal list of/aTtthprtzSd senders that is personalized to the recipient 

3 and wherein a messagei^isytietermined to be sent by a sender designated as 

4 unauthorized when theserlder is not in either list. 
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16. The jadffiod of claim 1 1 wherein when the recipient sends a 
message to an int^ntled recipient, the intended recipient is added to the list as an 
authorized 




message is fr; 
another u 



method of claim 5 wherein the indicating that the 
unauthorized sender includes forwarding the message to 



1 18. 

2 forwarded message 



vmetheO of claim 17 wherein the other user sends a 
recipient when the message should be viewed by 
3 the recipient even^tfough the sender is not authorized. 



1 19. The metiipd of claim 5 wherein the indicating that the 

2 message is from an unauthorjfced sender includes deleting the message. 

r20. An dectronic mail system comprising: 
a receiving component that receives electronic mail messages that 
include the identificati/n of the sender of the electronic mail message; 

an auth/rized sender list having the identification of senders who 
are authorized to send electronic mail messages; and 

an authorization component that is forwarded electronic mail 
messages from tl/e receiving component and that provides an indication when the 

8 identification o/the sender of the forwarded electronic mail message is not in the 

9 authorized senaer list. 



sender list comi 



The systepr of claim 20 including an updated authorized 
component th^f adds the identification of each recipient of sent 
electronic mail messages to the authorized sender list. 
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22. JTie systen^jfclaim 20 including an updated authorized 

2 sender list component tfiafscans previously received electronic mail messages 

3 and adds the identification of the sender to the authorized sender list. 



OS, 

2 the storing of the forward^ electronic mail message in a junk mail folder. 



23. The sysjdm of claim 20 wherein the provided indication is 



1 24. The systSqi of claim 20 wherein the provided indication is 

2 the deletion of the forwardeqCsl^ctronic mail message. 
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25. \ A method in a computer system for filtering unauthorized 
electronic mail messages that are sent by senders to a user, each sender having an 
identification, each electronic mail message including the identification of the 
sender, the method comprising: 

providing\ a list of the identifications of the senders who are 
authorized to send an electronic mail message to the user; 

for each of a plurality of electronie'mail messages, 

determining wheifi&rstth^ sender of the electronic mail 
message is authorized by deteWinin^^J^therjthe identification of sender in the 

10 electronic mail message is in the\provjMd list^of the identifications of the senders 

1 1 who are authorized; \ ^ 

12 when the sender of the electronic mail message is 

13 determined to be authorized, storing t^e electronic mail message in a first folder 

14 designated for electronic mail messages received from authorized senders; 

J 5 when the sender \ of the electronic mail message is 

16 determined to be not authorized, storing the electronic mail message in a second 

17 folder designated for electronic mail messages received from unauthorized 

18 senders 
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19 Whereby the electronic mail messages are automatically stored in 

20 the appropriate folder based on whether the sender is authorized so that the user 

21 can view the\first folder containing the electronic mail messages sent by 

22 authorized senders separately from the second folder containing the electronic 

23 mail messages sent by unauthorized senders. 

1 26. ttrie method of claim / 25 wherein when the user sends an 

2 electronic mail messWe to ja<^ecipient, the identification of the recipient is 

3 automatically added to tiie pVovigdlist of the identifications of senders who are 

4 authorized to send electronic ^^me^sage to the user. 

1 27 '• The method of claim 25 wherein the provided list of the 

2 identifications of the senders^ generated by adding the identification of senders 

3 of previously received electroni^mail messages. 

1 28. The method of claim 25 wherein the provided list of the 

2 identifications of the senders is ^generated by adding the identification of 

3 recipients of previously sent electronic mail messages. 



